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splendid as those of Aurangzib; and indeed the state held
and the etiquette observed were based on imperial precedent.
The king and his high officers rode on elephant-back
inside splendidly decorated howdahs. In front of the
elephants went innumerable batteries of artillery. In
front of the batteries marched picked infantry and in front
of them chosen squadrons of Maratha horse. Behind the
king were massed the royal musicians, who beguiled the
tedium of the march by tunes on immense brass war-horns.
Then came drummers on horseback, war elephants, in-
numerable cavalry and countless regiments of infantry.
With due pomp and circumstance the king at last reached
Umbrej, which he made his permanent headquarters.
Thence Shahu sent a small force into the Carnatic and
gave himself up to the pleasures of the chase, A month
or two later he sent the Pratinidhi to attack Udaji Chavan,
who was plundering the neighbourhood. This task the
Pratinidhi successfully achieved and brought Udaji Chavan
a prisoner into the royal presence. Not until the end of 1739
did Shahu decide to move against Miraj. He sent against it
an army of thirty thousand men, commanded by Appajirao
Pingle, the son of that Bahiru Pingle, whom he had dismissed
from the office of Peshwa, Miraj fort was strong and the
garrison resisted stoutly. At last Shahu losing patience
went to Miraj in person. Having reconnoitred the position,
he ordered the Pratinidhi to make a general assault on
the following day. The assault was preceded by a violent
cannonade, which made a breach in the north-eastern tower.
The Maratha infantry, fired by the king's presence, cut
their way through the breach and made themselves masters
of Miraj. They lost a hundred and fifty killed and fifty
wounded. The king followed up his success at Miraj by
some operations against free-booters in the neighbourhood.
Triumphant in all of them, Shahu returned to his head-
quarters at Umbrej. There he dismissed his officers and
went with a small retinue to Chaphal*, where at Ramdas'

* There is a shrine of Il'inuUui at Chtiphal as wvll as nt Parll-